
COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF DECEMBER 12, 2019 

 

The Work Session of December 12, 2019 called to order at 6:40 p.m. and the open public 

notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In attendance were 

Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko and Commissioner Bianco Bezich, the Borough 

Administrator, Borough Solicitor and Borough Clerk. 

 

The Administrator opened the public comment portion of the meeting. 

 

Johnathan Nasuti, Concord Drive, commented on a concern he would like to have on 

the record.  He then talked about the stormwater system(s) that have been 

compromised, specifically on his street, since the June 20th storm.  Since that event there 

has been fencing, put up by the Borough, which is not designed for the purpose it is being 

used for and could cause continued issues to the residents on Concord Drive.  He would 

like to see this fencing replaced before the spring rains start.  He understands that the 

Commissioners are waiting for the report from Princeton Hydro, but he pointed out that 

the clock is ticking.  The Borough Administrator noted recent communications with the 

Camden County Joint Insurance Fund (JIF) have resulted in them agreeing to pay for the 

additional work requested by Princeton Hydro.  The additional time frame requested to 

finalize this additional work, as well as get the appropriate contracts signed between 

Princeton Hydro and the JIF was discussed and it was noted that the final report is 

anticipated in early January.  The Administrator stated that Princeton Hydro has been 

made aware of the request by the Concord Avenue residents to have the replacement 

cover for the one damaged in the storm to be constructed from steel.  She further noted 

that the fence currently there is to help prevent blockages in the interim.  The Borough 

does not want to find out that something different may be better suited for that site after 

spending the money to replace what was damaged.  The cost for the original covers was 

roughly $15,000.  Mr. Nasuti then commented that the stormwater system in place for 

Concord Avenue was designed to collect water from street drain, as well as surface 

water, but the fencing could adversely affect, or block, the surface water drainage.  

Mayor Rochford asked if whatever was ordered to replace the damaged covers would 

be in before the spring.  The Administrator replied that she would expect such an order 

to be filled within a short period of time.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich asked if the 

Department of Public Works (DPW) had a schedule set up to go out to check the fencing 

and clear any debris.  The Administrator replied that there was.  Commissioner Kasko 

stated that the Princeton Hydro report would give additional information that would 

answer the question as to whether or not the current infrastructure there is adequate for 

that area during the storms that have been experienced.  Mr. Nasuti commented that it 

is his belief that the timeline for the flooding that occurred versus the lowering of the dam, 

which is being blamed as the cause, does not add up.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich 

indicated that the report from Princeton Hydro should also address that issue as well.  Mr. 

Nasuti asked when the residents would be able to review the report and he felt that a 

neighborhood meeting should be set up to review it with the residents.  Commissioner 

Bianco Bezich commented that this will be worked out and the report made available.  

Mr. Nasuti then noted that in correspondence received from Commissioner Marshall it 

was stated that Remington & Vernick (R&V) was working on an analysis of the stormwater 

issues throughout town.  The Administrator stated that this report would outline further 

improvement that could be made.  This report was due by the end of the year.  



Discussions ensued about what could be done to capture water into the stormwater 

system before it gets to Concord Avenue.  The Administrator indicted that a meeting had 

been held with PATCO, who indicated that they would work with the engineers to 

determine a way under the tracks in necessary.  They also provided information on NJ 

Transit requirements which were much more onerous.  Mr. Nastui stated that the R&V 

report and information from PATCO and NJ Transit should also be made available to the 

residents.  He then asked what was being done to correct the headwall damage on the 

Crows Woods side of the tracks.  The Administrator noted that there is over $1 million in 

damages to four (4) outfalls throughout town.  We will need to budget for that work to 

be done.  This work may have to be spread out over a few years.  It depends on what 

we can afford each year.  Mr. Nasuti stated that the residents need to be told what the 

different options are and the costs for each.  The Administrator noted that work may have 

to be spread out into each area each year until completed.  The Commissioners would 

need to prioritize which project(s) should be done first.  Mr. Nasuti then talked about who 

to call after hours when there is a flood, and noted that this information is not out there 

for the residents.  Mayor Rochford replied that residents should call either 911 or 429-3000 

and noted that DPW is on call for these types of issues.  However, during the day DPW 

should be called directly.  Mr. Nasuti asked what the borough was doing to actively 

monitor the neighborhoods during flash flood warnings.  Mayor Rochford commented on 

the unreliability of those alerts and noted the high number of times they were 

announced, but then nothing came of it.  The Administrator also stated that when those 

alerts were coming out we had the DPW personnel out cleaning the inlets, although, 

some storms are after hours.  Mr. Nasuti stated that it should not be left to the residents to 

check the stormwater inlets and the Borough should be actively monitoring these issues.  

He further expressed that if debris accumulates during the storm then the Borough needs 

to be working on that as it happens.  He believes that if a storm is expected after hours 

then the Borough should have employees come in after hours to check those inlets on 

Concord Drive to make sure the system is not backing up.  The residents should not have 

to go out in the middle of the night.  Mayor Rochford noted that unfortunately it is not 

always that simple; storms can be very different than what is forecasted, so from a 

practical standpoint that is not always practical to do.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich 

stated that we can start proactively monitoring every part of the Borough during the day, 

but in responding to emergency storm issues is more complex.  Trying to anticipate an 

effect on the entire borough system is complex.  We can be more proactive, but it is 

difficult.  Mayor Rochford noted that there have been times when we tried to be 

proactive regarding snow storms that were forecasted to come in overnight, so we set 

up our second shift to begin plowing after hours and then the storm never materialized.  

The Administrator noted that this is something that would have to be budgeted for and 

asked if the Commissioners would want to create a part-time position for an overnight 

employee.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich questioned whether or not one person would 

be safe.  Mr. Nasuti asked if the question was whether or not the cost of one employee 

was more important than the personal property values, and possibly a life, of the 

residents.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich asked if one person would be enough to prevent 

an issue in an emergency.  Commissioner Kasko suggested that when we have the 

information from Princeton Hydro and R&V we’ll keep the neighborhood groups up to 

date and the Commissioners will have the necessary information to start making decisions 

on moving forward.  This will be put on an action plan list for January.  Mr. Nasuti 

suggested that in the interim an action plan be put together, which would help with the 



resident’s confidence.  Commissioner Bianco Bezich indicated that she would discuss this 

with the Police Chief as well.  Mr. Nasuti finished by asking if there were any State grants 

that could help with the repair costs.  The Administrator noted that just as the damages 

to the residential properties was not enough to pass FEMA’s threshold requirements, the 

damages to public property within the tri-county region were also not enough to reach 

the threshold limit.  Commissioner Kasko indicated that if there are any grants that can 

be utilized for this work the Borough will certainly apply.  He also asked Mr. Nasuti if he 

would be bringing any of this information back to the other neighbors on Concord.  

Mayor Rochford stated that he would reach out to the neighbors there to give them an 

update.  Mr. Nasuti left the meeting at 7:30 p.m. 

 

The Commissioners then discussed the 2020 Meeting Schedule.  They agreed to cancel 

the April 14th meeting due to the Board of Education’s Spring Break and subsequent 

vacation schedules.  Additionally, it was agreed to keep both the April 6th and April 20th 

work sessions on the list, as one could be cancelled if deemed unnecessary. 

 

The Shared Services Agreement with the Borough of Magnolia for tax collector services 

was reviewed by the Administrator.  She announced that they have indicated that they 

no longer need to continue and are requesting to end the agreement.  The 

Commissioner agreed that they had no issue with cancelling the service. 

 

The affordable housing resolutions for the December 17th agenda were then reviewed, 

as well as the second readings on the two (2) ordinances.  Specifically discussed was the 

resolution authorizing the signing of an agreement with and affordable housing 

administrative agent.  Clarke Caton & Hintz (CCH) is recommending Piazza & Associates 

for this service and the proposed agreement was reviewed, which is for $2,500 annually.  

Commissioner Bianco Bezich asked how this company was chosen, was there an RFP or 

RFQ?  The Administrator noted that neither of these were done, however, there are so 

few organizations that do this outside of the State’s Housing Affordability Services (HAS) 

and that experience and price were taken into account.  The Commissioners agreed to 

approve this appointment at the December 17th meeting.  The Administrator then 

reviewed the resolution authorizing the use of bonds if necessary.  If such an action is 

required, then that debt would be paid down through the redevelopment fees collected 

annually.  Mayor Rochford asked if the Borough would be continuing to look for solutions 

to the density in the Snowden Avenue project.  The Administrator replied affirmatively 

and indicated that this would be on the February work session agenda.  The 

Commissioners then talked generally about various ways that density could potentially 

be reduced. 

 

The Administrator then advised the Commissioners that a real estate agent has recently 

reached out to her to discuss the possibility of selling Block 135, Lot 12, which is at the 

edge of town on Kresson Avenue.  Both parcels on either side of that property are 

currently up for sale.  The Commissioners reviewed the tax map for that area.  

Commissioner Kasko asked about the parcel at the back of that area, Block 135, Lot 6.  

The Administrator noted that this is all wooded.  Commissioner Kasko stated that the 

Brough should have an easement for access to that property if Lot 12 is sold.  The Borough 

Solicitor agreed that an easement should be obtained so that we would have access to 

our property.  He also stated that Lot 12 would have to be sold at auction, unless the 



property is considered unbuildable, at which point it could be sold directly.  He felt that 

this would be the case if the lot was sub-divided and sold to the owners on each side.  

The Commissioners agreed that they were interested in looking into this possibility, but 

that additional information would be necessary before moving forward.  The 

Administrator stated that she would look into Lot 6 further to find out if all of it is listed on 

the Recreation and Open Space Inventory (ROSI).   

 

Next, pricing for an Archaeological Survey - Phase I for the Boxwood Hall property was 

discussed.  The Administrator noted that this is one of two pieces that need to be done 

to finalize this project.  She is working on the other, which is the historical easement for the 

State Historical Preservation Office (SHPO).  A limited number of firms do the 

archeological survey.  The first quote she received was for $22,000, but the second was 

for $8,970, and she is waiting for the quote from a third company.  As this work is under 

the bid threshold the Commissioners can approve the work without going out to Bid.  

Mayor asked what the timeline was for completing this project.  The Administrator replied 

that she is hoping to have this done within one month of the authorization, including the 

final report.  Then we would have to go back to SHPO and they have a total of 45 days 

for review.  Commissioner Kasko asked if there were other companies that could be 

approached and how were these three (3) found.  The Administrator stated that these 

three were found in reports posted on the SHPO website and she chose the ones that 

were more local to this region.  The Commissioner agreed to wait for the third quote to 

come in.   

 

A draft Information Technology Practices Policy and Social Media Policy & Procedures 

Manual was reviewed by the Administrator.  She provided a history of how and why the 

document was drafted.  Additionally, this will be submitted to the Camden County Joint 

Insurance Fund (JIF) for additional coverage regarding cyber security.  The 

Commissioners agreed to add this to the December 17th meeting agenda.  The 

Administrator also noted that there will be stage 2 for this policy once adopted, which 

will be to test the security of our system and train the employees on best practices.  There 

are currently three types of backup being done on our system.  The Borough Solicitor 

asked if this is being required by the JIF.  The Administrator noted that the first policy is, 

and everything else is above and beyond that requirement and is for our own security.  

Mayor Rochford indicated that he would get the policy details from JIF for everyone to 

review. 

 

The Commissioners agreed that the discussion on the December appointments would be 

held in closed session at the end of the meeting. 

 

The December 17th agenda was then reviewed.  The Administrator stated she would have 

the transfers ready for the meeting, but has not heard back from all of the departments 

at this time.  She also noted that the auditor resolution would be pulled so that we could 

go out for RFP.  It was also noted that the resolution for the refunds for fair share housing 

refunds may be pulled, as we may not have the final information before the meeting.  

The Certificates of Achievement for the WJFL State Championship in both the 85 lb. and 

135 lb. leagues were reviewed. 

 



A history of the Borough Planner position was provided by the Administrator.  She noted 

that there is really no need to continue with this appointment at this time.  If something 

comes up in the future, the we can go back out to RFP.  The Commissioners were asked 

if they wanted to re-appoint the current company, T&M Associates, or hold off until 

another need arose.  The Commissioners agreed to hold off at this time.  Mayor Rochford 

noted that he does like have an outside voice on these types of issues. 

 

Commissioner Colleen Bianco Bezich reported on the Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC 

(PfH).  She indicated that there was nothing to report now, but they would be meeting 

soon. 

 

The Commissioners were reminded of the surprise welcome home for a returning military 

person on Friday at 7:00 p.m.   

 

At 8:52 p.m. Commissioner Kasko made a motion to go into closed session to discuss 

personnel matters and negotiations regarding the Bancroft development.  The motion 

was seconded by Mayor Rochford and was unanimously approved.  

 

The Commissioners returned from closed session at 9:21 p.m. where the motion has 

included adjourning the meeting. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett, RMC 

Borough Clerk 


